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represents l ivrs of the French and Czechoslovak War
Departments, in order to discuss the measures appro-
priate to the moment."

Munich not only administered the finnl coup dc grace to
the League of Nations, with an inevitable return to the
system of power polities, but also drove the Soviet Union
into an isolation which demonstrated to that country the
dangers it ran of a Four-Power Pact directed against it by
the capitalist and fascist Powers. "I was at a loss to
understand '*, wrote Lord Londonderry, " why we could
not make common ground in some form or other with
Germany in opposition to Communism."

Soviet patience, however, was still unexhausted. After
the final rape of Czechoslovakia on March I5th, the Soviet
Government on March i8th proposed a Conference at
Bucharest of Britain, France, U.S.S.R., Poland, Rumania,
and Turkey. That proposal, had it been accepted, might
have prevented the war. It was turned down by our Govern-
ment on the grounds that it was "premature", Poland went
even further, refusing tosign any document with the U.S.S.R,

After this refusal events moved swiftly. Hitler seized
Mcmel. We gave our guarantee to Poland (without con-
sulting the U.S.S.R.), Mussolini seized Albania (April 7th),
Britain gave further guarantees to Rumania and Greece
(again ignoring the U.S.S.R.). Only on April isth, one
month after Hitler's march into Prague, did we make over-
tures to the Soviet Union. We invited Russia to give unilat-
eral guarantees to Poland and Rumania. It was an invita-
tion 1o Russia to " pull the chestnuts out of the fire for us".

Two days later the Soviet Union proposed a joint
defensive alliance between England, France, and Russia,
consolidated by a military convention, and guaranteeing
all States from the Black Sea to the Baltic. No real reply
was made to this proposal until May ayth, nearly six weeks
later. This proposal remained the only one that the
Soviet Union was prepared to discuss. It was, in fact, the
only proposal calculated to meet the situation in Europe,
as, too late, we now perceive.